
Congratulations to the LHS Sta� and 

Students who have once again earned a 

Silver Ranking in the US News and World 

Report - Best High Schools Ranking. 

LHS was ranked #71 (out of 886) in Ohio and 

#1581 in the nation. Great job to all, and 

keep up the great work with our kids! 

Silver Ranking for 
Best High Schools

Barbara Powell
Barbara Powell was a longtime teacher at Lebanon High School. 

She taught English, Speech and Psychology. Mrs. Powell also served as the 
head of the English department. She was a class advisor and led the student 

organization, Future Teachers of America. Some of Barb’s former students are now 
teachers at LHS. In 1994, Mrs. Powell was recognized with a Project Excellence Award, and 

in 2000, was she nominated by one of her students to receive the Anthony Munoz Foundation 
Honor for being his most in�uential teacher. Barb is an honorary member of the LHS Chapter of 
National Honor Society and currently lives in Centerville, Ohio.

Janet Essig
Janet Essig has been driving kids back and forth from home to school for a long time in the Lebanon City 
School District. Her career with the district spans 37 years. Janet is known for going above and beyond her 
regular duties and she is quick to help a fellow driver, student or parent. Janet is well respected among her 
colleagues and considered by many to be a loyal friend. She is well known for her random acts of kindness 
and, while she seeks no praise, others often notice her servant spirit. Janet is a resident of Lebanon.

Sally Foster
Sally Foster taught primary grades in Lebanon City Schools for 33 years. Her career spanned both Dunlavy 
Elementary School and Bowman Primary School, teaching Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grades. She was a 
master at teaching literacy skills and her love for children was evident in all that she did. Sally was a leader 
among her peers and worked with them in solving di�cult challenges. She was not afraid of changes. She 
embraced them and made them work for kids. During her career, Sally was active on many committees and 
led school events, such as Family Math Night and the collection of food for the Horse Parade. After retire-
ment, Sally worked with instructors at area preschools and in mentoring pre-service teachers at Miami 
University. Sally is a resident of Lebanon.
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Congratulations to Mrs. Coni Duning and Mrs. Amy Wnek  
for being selected as this year's Project Excellence winners. 
Mrs. Duning teaches at Lebanon High School and Mrs. Wnek 
teaches at Lebanon Junior High.
The Project Excellence Committee of the Area Progress Council of 
Warren County, Inc. annually recognizes and honors excellent teachers 
within the public schools in Warren County. The committee seeks . . . 
Exceptional Educators Who Demonstrate Excellence in Instruction 
or Innovative Teachers Who Have Pioneered a Teaching Method. 
 
      

CHARACTERISTICS THAT ARE LOOKED FOR BY THE COMMITTEE INCLUDE:          

 •   Demonstrating consistency and high commitment.
 •   Putting research into practice through their own initiative.
 •   Being a discretionary risk taker.
 •   Implementing creative instructional strategies.
 •   Focusing on raising the bar for all students.
 •   Possessing a full understanding of the subject.
 •   Having the ability to challenge students at all levels.
 •   Is seen by others as genuine, authentic and sincere.
 •   Is a caring, thoughtful person who extends him or herself
  to make a positive difference.
 •   Shows understanding of others -- parents, children, etc.
 •   Continues to improve personally and professionally.
 •   Demonstrates that he/she is committed to continuous 
  improvement.
 •   Influences others to improve by modeling the way.
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